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Folio 线

COVET

Grassroots Chai
Brainchild of design firm Studio 
HVN, indie venture Triple Major 
and Dashilar furniture store 
Suzuki Shop, the mazha ( જᅅ ) 
chair is a modern take on the 
classic Chinese folding stool 
that’s been central to Beijing’s 
impromptu social gatherings 
for generations. Adding a 
contemporary twist, the mazha 
is a seat made of colorful ropes 
and a DIY handle that makes 
it easily portable. Because you 
never know where you’ll want 
to sit down for a chat and a 
Tsingtao next. RMB580, or 
RMB980 for the Triple Major 
variety.
> Available at Suzuki shop  

(www.thesuzukishop.com) and Triple 

Major (www.triplemajor.com) 

SPOTL IGHT

Celia Bernardo, 
Founder and 
Designer of Celia B

— Tell us about your 

background.

My original background is 
actually in advertising and PR. I 
studied both in Madrid, before 
dropping everything to focus 
on fashion. I spent ten years 
working with brands like Zara 
and Pepe Jeans, till I founded 
Celia B in Shanghai in 2012. 
Now, we’ve launched in Beijing. 
— Your aesthetic in three 

words:

Colorful, eclectic and happy. 
— How do you think China 

has influenced your style? 

Despite all odds, I think China 
lets you be completely free 
in terms of style. Fashion is a 
relatively new concept here, so 
there aren’t as many restraints 
on wearing whatever you like 
as there are in the West. The 
scene here is very experimental, 
which has really allowed me to 
be myself. There are no rules to 
follow.
— What inspires you?

Traveling, particularly to off-
the-beaten-track places. I like to 

Proving that China is now firmly on the 
radar of fashion makers worldwide, the 
Italian edition of the global style bible came 
out with a June issue dedicated entirely to 
the PRC. Articles spanned Chinese cinema, 
China’s most iconic women and the shifting 
taste among the country’s moneyed classes. 
Four stunning different covers were shot 
to present ‘The China Issue,’ featuring 
supermodels Feifei Sun, Yuan Bochao, Ju 
Xiaowen, as well as Fernanda Ly, Gia Tang 
and Jing Wen. 

Miuccia Prada talking to the Wall Street Journal about 

the fact that about 20 percent of Prada’s collections 

are made in China. Despite the term ‘Made in China’ 

retaining something of a negative connotation, the 

quality of Chinese-produced garments is fast improving. 

Having invested heavily in manufacturing technology 

and workforce training, the country’s clothing industry 

has developed over the last few decades, with China 

accounting for a growing share of the world’s clothes.

UNDER THE LENS

Vogue Italia

MADE IN  CHINA

The inspiration behind conceptual jewelry 
company Body Memory is the hypothesis 
that, just like the brain, the human body is 
also capable of storing memories through 
textures, sounds and shapes. Using this 
premise, Beijing artist Yi Zhou has taken the 
idea of trinkets as a sentimental, personally 
meaningful statement to a whole new 
level, creating objects and accessories that 
are punchy visual reproductions of literal 
physical attributes. 

The designer does so by acting as a 
pseudo-doctor (literally: she comes to 
her appointments wearing white scrubs 
and a stethoscope) and setting up pop-
up clinics where she receives ‘patients’ to 

cast their fingers, ears, 
noses, breasts and even belly 
buttons. The entire process consists of 
spreading a layer of alginate (a casting 
material often used by dentists to create 
dental impressions) on the body part and 
wrapping it in plaster bandage. Once the 
bandage dries and hardens, the resulting 
shape is removed and filled with plaster.     

A week later, patients get their body parts 
delivered to them as a pretty necklace, bold 
brooch or funky decorative item to put 
on their coffee table or give out as a very 
personal memento.     

The average price to get your little finger 
turned into a stylish accessory? RMB450.

> Contact y.zhou@yizhoudesign to schedule an 

appointment.

“SOONER OR LATER ,  
I T WILL HAPPEN 

TO EVERYONE 
BECAUSE [CHINESE 

MANUFACTURING]  IS  
SO GOOD"

A Piece of You

explore destinations yet to be 
uncovered by big tourist groups.
— When do you work best?

Usually in the evening, but just 
because that’s when I manage to 
be alone – no team, no emails to 
send, no distractions. I need to 
be isolated to unleash my ideas.
— What Celia B products 

can shoppers find in Beijing?

The spring/summer collection – 
although it sold out in almost a 
week when we first launched! I 
am in the process of restocking 
it. Beijing has responded 
incredibly well to Celia B. It’s 
amazing. 
— What’s style for you?

Personality. Style is a very 
individual thing; something you 
have to nourish through your 
own experiences. You aren’t 
born with it, you build it.
— China’s fashion scene. 

Thoughts?

Super interesting. I couldn’t be 
happier to be here and to be 
part of it. It’s going to be a few 
years before we’ll be able to say 
what’s going to grow and stay 

and what’s going to simply fade 
– the offer is huge now – but the 
sheer possibilities you have here 
make it all the more exciting.
— Your 2015 autumn/

winter collection is stunning. 

Could you tell us a bit about 

that?

I did it in collaboration with 
YYO Foundation, which helps 
and fosters new talents in China. 
They created the whole concept 
and I did the styling and put the 
clothes together. It’s a piece of 
art.
 — The one thing you 

couldn’t live without is…

My freedom. I started Celia B to 
be completely free to manage 
my time, make the clothes I like 
and travel wherever I want. It’s 
a project that lets me do that, 
and I love it.
> www.celiab.com. Check Celia B at 

Grand Phoenix, C14-19, Huihe Nan Jie 

Gaobeidian, Chaoyang 惠河南街高碑店

新村艺术区 C14-9号

OVERHEARD

Paper Business
Alongside sushi, anime 
and toilet seats, Japan does 
minimalist forms better than 
anyone else. Nippon label Siwa 
is a case in point. The venture 
offers lifestyle objects spanning 
handbags, iPad covers and 
business card holders like the 
ones pictured right here. Each 
item is ultra simple, all clean 
lines and subdued colors. The 
material, called Naoron, is a 
combination of wood pulp and 
polyolefin that’s soft, flexible, 
not easily torn and highly water-
resistant. If the idea of putting 
paper into paper is as mind-
blowingly Inception-like to you 
as it is to us, you are going to 
love these. RMB150.
> Available at Fnji Keting, 41 Guozijian, 

Dongcheng 东城区国子监 41号梵几客
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