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Owl You Need
Donning clothes and accessories 
from Chinese designer Yang Du 
– who’s known for whimsical 
collections spanning cartoon motifs, 
surreal art and animals – is like 
popping a happy pill: you don’t need 
too much else to lift your spirits. The 
Owl Bag is a case in point. Grinning 
back at you in a Crayola-crayon pink, 
this birdie is fashion at its most 
playful level. RMB4,500.
> www.brandnewchina.cn

Sticky Eats
We are suckers for stationery that’s 
functional and aesthetically pleasing. 
Or tasty, as in the case of these 
sticky notes by Korean company 
Mars Mers. They make us crave to-
do lists and scribbled notes. Oh, and 
sausages too (they also come in the 
form of cheese, salami and pickles). 
Delish. RMB46.
> Available at Page One, Sanlitun Taikoo Li 

South, Chaoyang 朝阳区三里屯太古里南区三

里屯酒吧街对面 (6417 6626)
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MADE IN  CHINA

DYWWA
It was Oscar Wilde who once 
decreed: “One should either be 
a work of art, or wear a work of 
art.” But it is Alena Olasyuk who is 
taking the statement to heart. 

The 26-year-old creative – 
a graduate from the Ukrainian 
Arts College of Khmelnytsky and 
the Beijing Institute of Fashion 
Technology – is the founder of 
DYWWA, acronym for ‘Do You 
Want to Wear an Artwork?’, a 
fashion-meets-art project that 
has been causing a stir among 
Beijing’s local trendsters. 

Experimenting with 
associative realism and ink 
paintings, DYWWA consists of 
canvases and prints carved on 
woodcut and splashed onto 
T-shirts and other garbs – a rather 
interesting take on your standard 
graphic tee – providing, quite 
literally, art for your closet.

Each print – 15 in total – is 
numbered and signed by Olasyuk. 
They’re incredibly easy to wear 
and a kind of hybrid between 
street style and what is effectively 
limited-edition artwork. Clothes 
don’t get more original than this. 
RMB300 per T-shirt.
> Available at Tu Cheng, BIFT, 2 Yinghua 

Dong Jie, Chaoyang 朝阳区樱花东街甲2号

北京服装学院 (6452 0943)

OVERHEARD

What brought you to Beijing?
I first came to Beijing in 2008 to visit my sister, 
who at the time was a weather presenter on 
CCTV9, the best person you could have to 
show you around town. It was supposed to 
be a four month stay… ‘till my first trip to the 
DPRK [North Korea] and the launch of Electric 
Shadows [an independent film organization 
working with local cultural spaces and festivals] 
made staying seem very appealing. Then of 
course there’s the fact that funding for my job 
as a filmmaker working with vulnerable young 
people back by the UK was swallowed up in the 
financial crisis (who needs art?), which meant 
remaining here was actually my only option.

Do you still run Electric Shadows?
Yes, Electric Shadows still exists but on a more 
pared down level than before. Over the last two 
years we have worked with the local promoter 
Splitworks to curate Asian Cinema Week for the 
JUE Festival, and every summer we take over 
the lawn at Three Shadows Photography Art 
Centre for the Open Air Bike-In film screening. 
When I first started screening films in Beijing it 
was only because there was nowhere to watch 
interesting art house movies. I’m thrilled to 
say five years on that’s no longer the case.

What’s your job about? 
My work ranges from producing 
time-lapse videos of Pyongyang 
to coordinating international 
submissions to the 
Pyongyang International 
Film Festival. I also 
manage our social media 
activities and produce 
video content for our 
website.

When you aren’t in the DPRK, a 
typical day for you would be…
My day usually starts with me having 
a coronary trying to cycle to my 
Pilates class on time. After an hour of 
being ‘encouraged’ by a woman with 
an impossible figure and an intense 
Russian accent I get to the office and 
spend a good half hour with a cup 
of coffee on TweetDeck scanning 
through my ‘North Korea’ column to 
catch up on any new stories, filtering out 
all the mass retweets of “on a scale of 
America to North Korea, how free are you 

tonight?” The day will then include production 
meetings about the various film, photography 
and design projects we have on the burner, 
multiple cups of coffee and time spent with 
my intern – I love mentoring the young female 
interns that come through the office. It goes 
from passing on technical video skills to saying 
“this is why women never get raises, you have 
to ASK” twenty times a day.

Your aesthetic in three words.
RuPaul’s Drag Race.

Favorite places to hang out in Beijing?
I have recently discovered the Friends Cafe 
down in Chaowai Soho, which is one of the 
most ridiculous places in Beijing and has 
the double advantage of having the nicest 
waitresses in town and being directly above a 
branch of Huang Tai Ji, where you can get the 
most intense jianbing in Beijing. 

What’s in your bag right now?
A pollution mask, two lip balms, a pot of hand 
cream and a love letter to my long-distance 
lover (I really need to go to the post office).

What inspires you? 
All the people in my life, my sister, my former 

Electric Shadows volunteers who still keep 
in touch, my fella, everyone who shops for 

clothes in the 3.3 center, and of course 
my friends doing incredible creative 

things here and all over the world. 

What’s the thing you couldn’t 
live without?
Drums.

How has Beijing influenced 
your style? 
Beijing gives me just enough 
anonymity to really wear 
whatever the hell I want. This is 
also helped by the fact there are 
no fashion ‘rules’ here. Seeing 
what people are wearing on the 
subway at 8am is clear evidence 
of that. Fishnets, multiple 
animal print, pajamas – you 
name it. 

If Beijing were a film, which one 
would it be?

Wall-E.

Harry Cole, Design Director for pollution mask company Respro, on the rising demand for ‘design masks’. 
Style-conscious Chinese urbanites are increasingly opting for funky numbers in different colors and 
patterns to match their individual outfits. This season also saw a number of Chinese designers – both 
here and abroad – sending models down the runway donning ‘fashionable’ pollution covers, some made 
of luxe materials like satin and crystal. It’s not going to be long before Louis Vuitton and Chanel embrace 
the trend too, probably.

“ON A MID-WINTER’S DAY IN  
BEIJING,  POLLUTION MASKS 
ARE AN ESSENTIAL PART OF 
THE WARDROBE.  BUT THEY’RE 
ALSO A FASHION ACCESSORY 
— JUST LIKE 
A HANDBAG,  
OR A PAIR OF 
SHOES” 

Held in Beijing from the end of 
October through to the beginning of 
November, China Fashion Week had 
some pretty memorable moments 
this year – from remarkable couture 
shows to models walking the 
runway wearing porcelain masks 
or fancy, crystal-embedded anti-
pollution numbers. The highlight 
though was probably makeup artist 
Mao Geping’s show. Using products 
from his MGPIN collection, the 
creative put on a seriously artful 
presentation, adorning models with 
embellishments, flowers and trinkets 
that verged on the crazy theatrical. 
Fine for Halloween, but not so much 
during the rest of the year.

UNDER THE LENS

China Fashion Week


